
  

   2nd Grade 
 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY 
Students in 2nd grade will gain more skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  They continue to learn 
and practice rules for matching sounds to letters that make up words, and they learn new concepts – such as 
words that share the same root (e.g., add and additional) – that help them figure out the meanings of new words.  
Writing will become an exciting way for your child to use newly learned words and phrases to express ideas.  
As they write and speak, 2nd graders will be more attentive to the formal and informal uses of English and will 
spell most words correctly in their writing. 
 
A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 2nd Grade: 

• Paying close attention to details, including illustrations and graphics, in stores and books to answer who, 
what, where, when, why, and how questions 

• Determining the lesson or moral of stories, fables and folktales 
• Using text features (e.g., captions, bold print, indexes) to locate key facts or information efficiently 
• Writing an opinion about a book he or she has read, using important details from the materials to support 

that opinion 
• Writing stories that include a short sequence of events and include a clear beginning, middle, and end 
• Participating in shared research projects (e.g., read books on a single topic to produce a report) 
• Taking part in conversations by linking his or her comments to the remarks of others and asking and 

answering questions to gather additional information or deepen understanding of the topic 
• Retelling key information or ideas from media or books read aloud 
• Producing, expanding, and rearranging sentences (e.g., “The boy watched the movie”; “The little boy 

watched the movie”; “The action movie was watched by the little boy”) 
• Determining the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix or suffix is added to a known 

word (happy/unhappy; pain/painful/painless) 
 

WHAT ARE COMMON CORE STANDARDS? 
WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT FOR STUDENT SUCCESS? 

 
The Common Core Standards are academic standards that help ensure that all students, no matter where they 
attend school, are prepared to be college and career ready.  Standards provide an important first step; a clear 
roadmap for learning.  They help set clear and consistent expectations for students, parents, and teachers; build 
your child’s knowledge and skills; and help set high goals for all students. 
 
Having clearly defined goals helps families and teachers work together to ensure that students succeed.  
Standards help parents and teachers know when students need extra assistance or when they need to be 
challenged even more.  They also help students develop critical thinking skills that will prepare them to be 
college and career ready.  
 



Thanks to the National PTA for providing information included in this handout. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit www.bsd7.org/students_parents/ 

 

MATHEMATICS 
In 2nd grade, your child will build on last year’s work and gain important new skills.  One of the most important 
outcomes for the year is to add and subtract two-digit numbers quickly and accurately (e.g., 77-28). Another 
important goal in 2nd grade is to understand what the digits mean in a three-digit number such as 463 (namely, 
463 is four hundreds, six tens, and three ones). Your child will also build expertise with solving addition and 
subtraction word problems. Mastering addition and subtraction at the 2nd grade level is important so that your 
child will not have to review and repeat this material in 3rd grade, when the study of multiplication, division, and 
fractions will start. 
 
A Sample of What Your Child Will Be Working on in 2nd Grade: 

• Solving challenging addition and subtraction word problems with one or two steps (e.g., a “one-step” 
problem would be: “Lucy has 23 fewer apples than Julie. Julie has 47 apples. How many apples does 
Lucy have?”) 

• Quickly and accurately adding with a sum of 20 or less (e.g., 11+8); quickly and accurately subtracting 
from a number 20 or less (e.g., 19-9); and knowing all sums of one-digit numbers from memory by the 
end of the year 

• Understanding what the digits mean in three-digit numbers (place value) 

HERE ARE SOME MAIN TALKING POINTS 
RELATED TO THE CCSS THAT PERTAIN TO 

YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM. 
 

When you talk with your teacher, don’t worry about 
covering everything. Instead, keep the conversation 
focused on the most important topics. In 2nd grade, 
these include: 

• Reading grade-level books and stories with 
understanding and fluency 

• Building a foundation of knowledge through 
reading and listening to books in 
history/social studies, science and other 
subjects 

• Using understanding of place value to add and 
subtract 

• Solving more challenging addition and 
subtraction word problems 

• Measuring lengths, solving word problems 
involving addition and subtraction of lengths 

• Ask to see a sample of your child’s work. Ask 
the teacher questions such as: Is this piece of 
work satisfactory? How could it be better? Is 
my child on track? How can I help my child 
improve or excel in this area? If my child 
needs extra support or wants to learn more 
about a subject, are there resources to help his 
or her learning outside the classroom? 

HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD AT HOME 
English Language Arts & Literacy 

• Read at home every day and assist your child by 
reading every other paragraph.  

• Encourage your child to read to younger 
siblings, cousins, or other children you know.  

• To find recommendations of books for your 
child to read, visit 
www.corestandards.org/assests/Appendix_B.pdf. 

• Have your child write a thank you note or letter 
to family members or friends. 

• Ask your librarian to suggest books about people 
or places that are important to your child or 
family that you can read together. Encourage 
you child to explain what he or she has just read. 

 
Mathematics 

• Look for “word problems” in real life.  
• When saving for a purchase, compare the cost of 

the item to the amount of money you have; then 
ask your child to determine how much more 
money he or she needs to buy the item. 

• When measuring your child’s height, ask how 
many inches he or she has grown since the very 
first measurement. 

• Play “draw the shape.” For example, ask your 
child to draw a hexagon with one side longer 
than the others, or ask him or her to shade in a 
quarter of a rectangle. 

•  


